
            
       

 

The phenomenon of sexual harassment: a study of the causes and 
effects of secondary school students 
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Research Summary:  

This study is one of the important social studies that dealt with the issue of 
harassment (the phenomenon of sexual harassment is a study in the causes and effects of 
secondary school students). Harassment, as well as knowing the extent to which the media 
pays attention to it, and the preventive methods that communicate it to society.                                                                

The researcher applied the field aspect to a sample of (50) female secondary school 
students in the city of Diwaniyah for the academic year (2018-2019 AD), and their number is 
(842), distributed among four schools affiliated to the Diwaniyah Education Directorate in 
different regions.                                      

As for the results of the field study, after analysis, it showed that sexual harassment 
is prevalent in urban society, and that the street is one of the most frequent places where 
harassment occurs. The results also showed that wrong upbringing and lack of supervision is 
a cause for harassment. In addition to what the results showed that the customs and traditions 
that the girl abandons are a reason for harassment, and other reasons confirmed by the results 
of the research are (drug abuse among young people, widespread unemployment, deviant 
behavior of the girl, lack of physical awareness of girls, as well as browsing pornographic 
sites).                                                                                                    

The results of the research in its psychological dimension showed that sexual 
harassment affects some psychological variables for the girl, and leads to the destruction of 
the personality, and makes the woman feel lack of confidence in herself and the loss of her 
human value, as it is just a means for fun or amusement. The results also confirmed that 
harassment leads to women losing the ability to safely approach men. It may also negatively 
affect her future relationship with her children.                                                                                     

The results of the research also indicated that the harasser has become an amateur to 
practice the phenomenon of harassment, through his mastery and inventiveness in different 
ways, including by pointing, saying or touching. In addition, the results showed that the media 
and satellite channels have an effective role in confronting harassment, while confirming that 
social media (such as Facebook - for example) encouraged the spread of this phenomenon and 
its prevalence among young people.               

Keywords: the phenomenon of sexual harassment, causes and effects, female students, 
secondary school                                                                    
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